e may think that

humans are the

predators at
the top of the
food chain, but if
we ever came face-to-face
with a ferocious predator such as a

crocodile, we would most probably

innocent victims continued
for three years, until a local hunter,

change our minds! Jean Chastel, shot an unusually large

Luckily for us, most predators don®t go out wolf that was believed to be the beast because
of their way to eat humans. But once in a the remains of a little girl was found in its belly.
while, humans become the hunted instead of The death toll after OThe BeastOsO long reign of

the hunter. Read on to learn more about terror was estimated at 100 people!

the bloody history of ManOs worst
encounters with man-eaters!

The Beast of
Gévaudan

In the summer of 1764, the
villagers of GZvaudan,
France, were terrorised by a
ferocious assailant. Children
and adults went missing,
and sometimes their
horribly-mauled bodies
were found by frightened
villagers. Judging from

the state of their mangled
corpses, it was clear that the victims
had been attacked by a wild

animal.

No one knows for sure how this wolf had
developed a taste for human 3esh
although theories abound. Some
even believe that it was not a wolf
at all but an exotic animal, such

as a lion or tiger that had escaped
captivity. Others believed that it was

Eye-witnesses claimed that the
wild animal was a wolf-like creature
with a long snout, large protruding
fangs and built as large as a cow!
This terrifying creature seemed to
prefer human Resh, for it often left
vulnerable livestock unharmed.

It was nicknamed OThe Beast of
GZvaudanO and a large reward was
promised by King Louis XV to anyone
who could slay the beast.

But despite the offer of a large

reward, the huntersO efforts were s | _ < .-
unsuccessful. The slaughter of PASNa O o L ““« GRS IR e SN
PSR AR5 L XA R0 AR
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a new hybrid animal
that had been bred for
hunting purposes and
had escaped into the wild to
terrorise the villagers. Whatever
it was, peace was Pnally restored
-to GZvaudan, and the beast was
embalmed and sent off to the

Palace of Versailles to be exhibited
for the KingOs pleasure!

Tsavo Terror

One of the world®s most prolibc
man-eaters was known as the terror
duo of Tsavo, Kenya. The Tsavo
man-eaters were a pair of mane-

less male lions that stalked the Tsavo
railway construction site in 1898.

Their Omodus operandiO (method of of railway workers near the construction site.
sleeping tents at night and drag the unfortunate rampage was prompted by diseases that had

killed off their usual prey, making it necessary for

victim out. Despite security measures, such as :
the lions to hunt humans

setting up a thorny fence

i Tsavo Lions for survival. Currently, the
f’slroun.d LRI PR e When the murderous duo of Tsavo were caught, resting place of thes)e/
installing armed guards, people were surprised to discover that they were !
the killers managed to actually two adult male lions, and not two adolescent FWO mfamous mgn—eaters
snatch away 135 railway male lions as previously thought. Mane-less  lions is the Chicago Field
workers before being are rare among adultsNand resgaarchers are not Museum, where their skins

| sure V\_/hy most of TsavoOs ma|e~I|on§ are mane_—less. are on exhibition!
ambushed and shot! Scientists speculate that TsavoOs lions are either

genetically predisposed to baldness or have low
levels of hormones that control hair growth. TsavoOs

What had caused Thirsty for more blood-

these two quns to male lions are also known to hunt together and form curdling tidbits about
abandon their usual prey all-male prides, something that®s unheard of among man-eaters? We'll tell
in favour of humans? other African lions!

you more about the

Experts think that the pair .
of lions may have developed a taste for human d Man-eat f tﬁh%mpqwat Tlgress
Besh from scavenging improperly buried bodies a0 an-eaqrers o e Ucean e

next month!

Science Wonder Contest

Answer the simple question below to win a hamper from BIC! Send your answers
in the coupon to: YG 307 Beastly Man-Eaters, Panpac Education Private Limited, Q Py

Times Centre, 1 New Industrial Road, Singapore 536196 OR you can drop off @ Blc H
your entry at your primary school bookshop! "1

Closing date: 24 November 2006
Win a cool BIC

Which ferocious man-eating creatures were maneless? hamper worth
$60!
Name: Sex: M/ F Age:

Terms & Conditions ¥
This promotion is open to all Singapore Residents aged 13 years and below.
All entries must be made on an original form.

Prizes are not exchangeable for cash.

We accept no responsibility for late, damaged, lost or misdirected mail.

The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entertained.
Winners will be notified by post.

Address:
Tel. No.:

School: Class:
| subscribe to YG magazine. Yes / No.
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Which ferocious
man-eater
killed over 400
people? Who are the human
man-eaters? Read on to bnd out!

of the man-eating shark, humans
have had a good reason to fear
sharks B shark attacks occur in many
parts of the world every year and are
often fatal.

Scientists are divided on what
causes shark attacks B some scientists
believe that sharks who attack humans
are provoked accidentally and act
in self-defence. Others think that it
is often simply a case of mistaken
identity. After all, sharks donOt normally
regard humans as food. A swimmer or
a surfer paddling on a surfboard in the
ocean can look very much like a seal
e to a shark swimming below!

The Champawat Tigress

If you thought the Tsavo man-eaters were

scary, wait till you hear about the lone tigress of
Champawat, India, which killed over 400 people!
This man-eating tigress terrorised the village from
1903 to 1907, stalking both children and adults.

Its murderous spree Pnally ended when Jim
Corbett, the famed hunter, managed to track
the tigress down and kill it. The tigress was a
Bengal Tiger with broken canine teeth. Corbett
theorised that the tigress had preyed on humans
because it could no longer hunt its usual prey,
which were more agile and harder to catch!

Man-eaters of the

Ocean Jim Corbett (1875-1955)

Have you ever wondered whatOs Jim Corbett was a famed hunter and naturalist who lived in India.

lurking in the deep blue sea? Is He is most famous for hunting down and killing a dozen man-eaters,
L . and for his animal conservation efforts. Throughout his career, he had

there a hungry shark waiting to bite been approached numerous times to hunt alleged man-eaters and he

your leg off? Even before the movie took great efforts to ensure that these alleged man-eaters were truly

Jaws helped popularise the image guilty of eating humans. In honour of his animal conservation efforts,
a tiger (Panthera tigris corbetti) was named after him. The tiger is
@ also known as CorbettOs tiger.
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However, a cluster of
unprovoked shark
attacks that happened
in the summer of 1916
along the New Jersey
coastline of USA debed all
explanations. During the hot
summer month of July in 1916,
Pve swimmers along the New
Jersey shoreline were attacked by a
shark, resulting in the deaths of four of
them. The attacks had occurred over
a 12-day period and most remarkably,
three of the attacks had taken place in
the Matawan Creek, a river that Bows into
the ocean.

The attacks ended after New
York taxidermist, Michael Schleisser,
caught and killed a Great White shark
(Carcharodon carcharias) near the
mouth of Matawan Creek. The shark
weighed about 147kg, and its belly
contained about 6.8kg of human remains
and bones!

Some people consider this shark to
be the man-eater of the Jersey shore.
However, most experts believe that more
than one shark could have been responsible
for the attacks as Great White sharks do not
hunt in freshwater. They believe that a bull shark
(Carcharhinus leucas) could have been the real
Matawan Creek man-eater as it is known to stalk
its prey in rivers.

Handle With Care

Luckily, man-eaters are rare and most predators
do not prey on humans. However, even
seemingly docile animals can pose a danger to

Terms & Conditions i

1. This promotion is open to all Singapore Residents aged 13 years and below.
2. All entries must be made on an original form.

3. Prizes are not exchangeable for cash.

4. We accept no responsibility for late, damaged, lost or misdirected mail.

5. The judgesCdecision is Pnaland no correspondence will be entertained.

6. Winners will be notibed by post.

CZBVSFFO ,F

—_—

Human Man-eaters?

One of the best-documented cases of human cannibalism (the eating
of human Resh by humans) occurred amongst the Fore tribe of Papua
New Guinea. The Fore are highland people who prst gained notoriety
when many of its members became ill with Kuru - an incurable
brain disease that causes its victim to lose control of their muscles
and eventually die. It is also called the Olaughing diseaseO, for the
victims laugh uncontrollably during the second stage of the disease.
Investigators discovered that the disease was caused by the tribeOs
cannibalistic habits B dead relatives were often dismembered shortly
after death and the body parts were given to children and adults for
consumption! This caused prions (infectious particles made entirely
out of protein) to spread and infect humans with brain diseases.
Another infamous prion disease is mad-cow disease, a disease that
spreads from infected cows to humans.

humans. A case in point is the untimely death
of TV personality, Steve Irwin, who died on

4th September 2006 after a stingray stung his
heart in a freak accident while he was PIming a
documentary.

Always treat wild animals with respect and do
not provoke them. Disturbing the wild animal may
cause the animal to attack you in self-defence
and cause serious injuries!

Science Wonder Contest

Answer the simple question below to win a hamper from BIC! Send your
answers on the back of an envelope to: YG 308 More Beastly Man-

Eaters, Panpac Education Private Limited, Times Centre, 1 New Industrial
Road, Singapore 536196. Closing date: 20 December 2006

What is another name for the Olaughing diseaseO?

Answer:
Name: Sex: M/ F Age:
Address:

Tel. No.:
School: Class:

scribe to YG magazine. Yes/ No.



