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Firefighters work to contain a brush
fire burning out of control in the
Santa Ynez Mountains near Goleta,
California, on Saturday July 5, 2008.
(Photo: ©Phil Klein/AP Images)

Wildfires Raging
Northern half of California endures third week of
wildfires

By Maureen Ker | July 9 , 2008

Exhausted firefighters continue to struggle against
hundreds of fires burning across Northern and Central
California. The fires broke out on June 20 after
lightning struck dry forest brush, igniting a series of
wildfires that spread quickly.

According to the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection, there are more than 323 fires
still raging across the Golden State.

More than 660,000 acres across the state have been
scorched, and thousands of residents have been
forced to evacuate. In Butte County, one huge blaze
has consumed 49,000 acres, and the fire is only 40
percent contained.

On Tuesday, some residents of Big Sur along the
Central California coast were allowed to return their
homes. However, the blaze around this scenic historic
town is only about 20 percent contained and has
destroyed 23 homes.

Butch Kronlund ignored the evacuation order for Big
Sur on July 2 and stayed to fight the blaze
threatening his home. Kronlund sprayed flame-
retardant gel on his house to insulate it from the
fires. He was lucky it worked. "I'm very glad to have a
home to come back to," he told the Los Angeles
Times.

Dry and hot weather conditions are expected to
worsen, making the jobs of firefighters much more difficult. According to the National
Weather Service, record high triple-digit temperatures and smoke from the wildfires are
affecting air quality in the region. People living in Bakersfield, Fresno, and Modesto
—particularly those with breathing problems—have been warned to stay indoors.

California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said this latest fire crisis shows that more
resources for fire emergency services are needed. "It's fire season all year-round. It's a
different ballgame," said Schwarzenegger surveying the damage this week.

According to the the forestry and fire protection department, 1,781 fires have broken out
since June 20. The state has assigned 18,954 fire personnel to fight the fires, and so far 96
homes have been destroyed.

Fire Safety in Your Home

You can help your family be fire safe in your home. Here are some tips from the Milstein
Child Safety Center.

Be on the lookout for anything that could start a fire. Watch out for:Matches and
lighters lying around your homeOld and worn-out electrical cordsToo many cords in a
wall socket
Candles burning in an empty room
Clothes and blankets near space heaters and on hot lamps

If you see something that you think could start a fire, don't touch it and tell an adult right
away. You can ask an adult to put matches and lighters away, blow out candles, replace old
electrical cords and move hot objects away from things that could catch on fire.
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Another way to stay fire safe is to be prepared.

Remind your parent or guaridan to check smoke detectors often to make sure they
work right and to change the batteries. If you don't have a smoke detector near your
bedroom, ask your parents to put one in.
Plan a fire escape route and practice it. Find two different ways of leaving each room
in your house, and agree with your family on a safe place to meet outside. Remember
if there is a fire, stay low to the floor, get out as fast as you can, and stay outside of
your house.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

Read today’s story and answer the following question.

Have you or your loved ones ever had to leave your home
(evacuate) because of a natural disaster like a fire, flood,
hurricane, or earthquake? Do you know what to do if there is a fire
in or near your home? Does your family have a fire escape plan?

Tell us what you think on the Scholastic News Online Blog!

MORE NEWS FOR KIDS

Get the latest on national and international events, movies, television, music, sports, and
more from Scholastic News Online.

 

Wildfires Continue in
California
Wildfires contintued to rage
throughout Southern
California on Tuesday.
More than 3,500 additional
homes were evacuated in
Multh Valley, Wildcat
Canyon, North Jamul, and
Indian Springs. The total
number of evacuations is
now more than 300,000,
concentrated mostly in the
San Diego area.

Teaching Fire Safety
What teachers can do to keep kids aware of fire
dangers.

From the San Diego, California Wildfires: A
Teacher's Diary
A teacher in the Poway Unified School District in San
Diego County shares first-hand accounts of the wildfires
in California. Excerpts from her diary of the tragic event.
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LESSON PLAN
Let's Learn About Fire Safety!
Introduces a lesson in fire safety incorporating the book Clifford the Firehouse Dog.
Kids make their own Clifford books too.

 

UNIT PLAN
Practice Fire Safety All Year Long
Fire Prevention Week (October 7-13) is the perfect time to help students and families
create a home fire-escape plan and teach valuable lessons...

 

ONLINE
ACTIVITY

Blogging the Olympics
The city of Chicago is hosting the Olympic Media Summit April 13-16, and Scholastic
News is covering the athletic extravaganza.

 

BOOK
INFORMATION

Scorpions
As a twelve-year-old in Harlem, Jamal must confront adversity in many forms: poverty,
alienation at school, and the temptations of joining a deadly street gang known as the
Scorpions. For mature readers.
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